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at the establishment of a strong central government and
in the pursuit of this end, he often ignored the advice and
authority of the priestly hierarchy. He established a
harsh system of administration which was intended to make
the king supreme, for like Henry VII of England, his chief
aim was to increase the power of the king. As a means
to this end, he severely restricted the opportunities of
acquiring wealth and power by his subjects, whether Muslim
or Hindu, In fact, his hand was at times heavier on the
Muslims, for he felt that they were more likely to rise in
revolt or otherwise cause him trouble. Though he did not
abolish feudalism, he succeeded in severely curtailing the
power of the nobles.

In 1500, as in 1200, India was divided among a number
of small principalities. The only difference was that in
the latter period, a number of the rulers were Muslims.
Whether Muslim or Hindu, they fought one another with
great gusto on the slightest provocation. It has been
suggested earlier that it was the love of wealth and power,
not the message of religion, that brought the first Muslim
invaders to India* In fact, these struggles of rulers had
little relation with religion. Sultan Mahmud and other
early invaders freely used Hindu soldiers to fight their
Muslim rivals in and outside India, After the establishment
of Muslim principalities in India, the religious colouring
of these wars becomes still thinner. Of the six score or
more battles fought in India between 7x1 a.d. and 1700 ajcx
more than half were clashes where both parties were Muslims.

After the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate, Muslim
generals who were sent out to conquer or rule outlying
provinces declared their independence at the earliest
opportunity. Since they could maintain themselves only
with local support, they made common cause with the
local people* The logic of events compelled a policy of
religious neutrality, if not religious toleration* This was
in evidence even in the earliest days. Kutbuddto, the fest